
 
 

A selection of scholarship from Project MUSE publishers on the history of structural racism in the United 
States and how the country can realize anti-racist reform. 

The deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, and countless others at the hands of structural 

racism have shone a spotlight on racial violence, police brutality, and the deep systemic issues that enable it. 

Recent protests are calling not only for justice in individual cases of brutality, but for total reform of a system 

built on decades of racism and inequity. For real change to occur, it is essential to consult the deep corpus of 

existing evidence-based scholarship on race, history, and public policy to help chart a path toward an anti-

racist future. 

“MUSE in Focus: Confronting Structural Racism” is a selection of scholarly books and articles from a wide 

range of publishers and perspectives about the history of racism in America, its endurance throughout society, 

and how the country can respond now to enact meaningful and lasting reform. We hope that this selection of 

research can help inform the necessary conversations and actions around this topic. 
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