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Following a year of research and community engagement funded 

by a planning grant from the Mellon Foundation, Project MUSE is 

preparing a Subscribe to Open (S2O) offer across multiple journal 

titles and participating publishers to begin with the 2025 calendar year 

subscription term.

With over 700 current journals in the humanities and social sciences 

on its platform, from more than 200 university presses, scholarly 

societies, and related not-for-profit publishers, MUSE is uniquely 

positioned to develop and deploy an S2O pilot at scale. S2O provides 

an equitable and inclusive alternative to “author-pays” OA models, 

and works by converting traditional gated subscriptions into annual 

payments that support making journals open access. A publisher may 

participate in the MUSE S2O offer with as many or as few of their 

journal collection titles as they wish.

MUSE’s S2O offer will build upon the existing MUSE Premium 

and other journal collection products that are familiar and trusted in 

the market, making the transition from conventional subscriptions 

to conditionally open OA subscriptions seamless for libraries, while 

providing revenue stability for publishers. By renewing their collection 

subscriptions, libraries ensure their continued access to backlist 

(archive) content and current scholarship. If the offer’s annual 

revenue threshold is reached, the current year’s content from journals 

participating in the S2O offer becomes open to the world.

MUSE is currently engaging in conversations with its journal 

publishers and library customers, to help shape an S2O program that 

will widely benefit all stakeholders in the scholarly communications 

ecosystem. Further details will be shared as the program develops.
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Read more about S2O at

ABOUT.MUSE.JHU.EDU/MUSE/S2O/

http://about.muse.jhu.edu/muse/s2o/
http://about.muse.jhu.edu/muse/s2o/
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Premium Plus Package 
of Hosted Journals

For many libraries, one of the benefits of a subscription 

to the MUSE Premium Collection was access to all the 

journals on the platform. With the launch and rapid 

expansion of MUSE’s Journal Hosting Program, there are 

now many titles on MUSE that are not available through 

the Premium Collection, or any other curated collection. 

The new Premium Plus Package provides an easy, 

affordable way for a library to add access to a large bundle 

of titles from MUSE’s journal hosting program. Libraries 

that subscribe to both the MUSE Premium Collection of 

journals, and the Premium Plus Package add-on, will have 

access to current content, plus all available backfiles, for all 

but a handful of the journals on the MUSE platform.

For 2023, the Premium Plus Package includes 74 journals 

from 37 publishers. These titles are not included in any 

MUSE Journal Collections, and are only available for 

institutional subscription on MUSE as single titles, or 

via a subscription to the new Premium Plus Package. 

Subscriptions to the package run on a calendar year term 

and may be ordered or renewed via the usual consortium  

or agent channels.

Multimodal Digital 
Humanities on MUSE

MUSE is pleased to now host content from 

two interactive, open access, born-digital works 

published in collaboration between university 

presses and Brown University Digital Publications 

at the Brown University Library. A multimodal 

essay from Furnace and Fugue: A Digital Edition 

of Michael Maier’s Atalanta fugiens (1618) 

with Scholarly Commentary, published by the 

University of Virginia Press, was made available 

on the MUSE platform early in 2021. In early 

2023, MUSE released a chapter from A New 

Vision for Islamic Pasts and Futures, published by 

the MIT Press. The full text of both publications 

is available on the Brown University platform, 

and the excerpts on the MUSE site offer all the 

same functionality as on the primary site. Hosting 

content from these publications provides additional 

visibility and pathways to discovery for this 

ground-breaking scholarship, as well as spotlighting 

the MUSE platform’s suitability for hosting 

robust and innovative digital humanities works.

Furnace and Fugue, edited by Tara Nummedal and 

Donna Bilak, was recently awarded the 2022 Roy 

Rosenzweig Prize for Creativity in Digital History 

by the American Historical Association. Shahzad 

Bashir’s A New Vision offers interpretive essays on 

Islamic artifacts, texts, and phenomena entwining 

over fourteen centuries, enriched with robust 

multimedia and dynamic displays to transform 

the reader’s engagement with the material.
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Browse content from these pioneering works:

MUSE.JHU.EDU/DH/ISLAMIC

MUSE.JHU.EDU/DH/FURNACE

Browse content from these pioneering works:

ABOUT.MUSE.JHU.EDU/LIBRARIANS/JOURNALS-PREMIUM-PLUS/

The new Premium Plus Package provides 

an easy, affordable way for a library to 

add access to a large bundle of titles from 

MUSE’s journal hosting program.

http://about.muse.jhu.edu/muse/s2o/
http://muse.jhu.edu/dh/Islamic
http://muse.jhu.edu/dh/furnace
http://about.muse.jhu.edu/muse/s2o/
http://about.muse.jhu.edu/librarians/journals-premium-plus/
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Free Journal Access for Low Income Countries  
– Coming Soon!

As part of our mission to promote the broad dissemination of essential 

humanities and social science scholarship, and in support of equity in access 

to scholarly resources, Project MUSE and its participating publishers are 

launching a program to provide free access to selected journal titles in many 

low-income countries. This program is in collaboration with Google Scholar, 

which is indexing our free journal content to ensure it is widely discoverable 

in these countries, while MUSE will provide the free access to any user 

connecting via an IP address from the qualifying countries. All available 

volumes and issues from the participating journal titles may be accessed for 

free. We are pleased to offer this free access to researchers and readers in these 

frequently underserved communities, as one part of our overall commitment 

to justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion. 

Complete details on the program, including the full list of countries with 

free access, and the participating journal titles, will be announced shortly. 

More than 200 journals have already committed to the free access program. 

Project MUSE also hosts several thousand fully open access books, and some 

open access journals. Open access books and journals are freely available to 

everyone, worldwide.

This program is in 

collaboration with 

Google Scholar, which is 

indexing our free journal 

content to ensure it is 

widely discoverable in 

these countries, while 

MUSE will provide 

the free access to any 

user connecting via an 

IP address from the 

qualifying countries.
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Project MUSE Books  
Custom Collections

Our new customized book collection option offers libraries 

ultimate flexibility. Design a collection the easy way by 

filtering our 80,000+ available titles on criteria such as subject, 

publisher, and publication date, or more closely curate a 

collection by making individual title selections. Easily add 

electronic access for existing print holdings, instantly gain 

resources to support a new program/major, or quickly address 

course needs with a collection tailored to instructor requests. 

All books are DRM-free, making them ideal for both research 

and class use.

Discounts are offered for larger collections. Acquire just a few 

books as needed, or instantly expand subject coverage with a 

bulk purchase of essential, richly relevant titles from more than 

200 trusted university presses, scholarly societies, and related 

not-for-profit publishers.

Books on MUSE are also available for individual purchase 

via our partners GOBI and OASIS, or direct from MUSE. 

Discounted annual frontlist collections are offered across a 

wide variety of core and emerging subject areas, along with a 

complete annual frontlist collection of all newly published titles 

from participating publishers. Over 70,000 books may also be 

included in a MUSE Evidence-Based Acquisition program, 

including many brand new titles.

Design a collection the easy way by filtering 

our 80,000+ available titles on criteria 

such as subject, publisher, and publication 

date, or more closely curate a collection by 

making individual title selections.

Contact us at muse_sales@jhu.edu to talk about how 

books on MUSE can benef it your collections.

http://about.muse.jhu.edu/muse/s2o/
mailto:muse_sales%40jhu.edu?subject=
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